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HY theſe Papers, which before at- 
Mm 7% / Zended you in Manuſcript, now 
Come to your hands im a more pub- 


lick way,is chiefly due to the threat- 
nings of aur Inquirer's Friends, who upon hearing 
them Read, declar d, That they would ſee that. 
they ſhould be Printed : DThzs zt ſeems they thought 
an Advantage, and you. ſee I am ſofair an Advere 


ſary as to give it them. 


| Tou will readily objerve that not only the Style, 
but the whole Contexture is negligent : and [free- 
ty own that I have endeavour d to be Fine in nei- 
ther ; For no body that knows the Perſons I write 
For, or thoſe [write Againſt, or the Trifling Opi- 
nion 1 am zo refute, can believe there is need of 
any accuracy on this Occaſron. My chief care hath 
been that I might be under/tood by thoſe ferv plain. . 
Readers this Paper is deſign'd for, and therefore F 


© have not run into Phyſicks or Metaphyſicks, /o 


often as my Subjef would carry me thither ; and 
when the ſtream of Reaſoning hath ſometimes 


brought me among$t theſe Sciences, my /tay there 


hath been as ſhort as 1 could make it, and I have 
at ſuch times endeauour'd to expreſs Philoſophical 


+ matters in terms Unphitoſophical, and. by which . 


EY bs 1 ISS @ } 4 
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Its incon/i/tency with the Holy Scriptures. 


The Epiſtle. | 
Thave choſen rather to diſoblige your Ears with a 


diſcord, than be a Barbarian to thoſe unletter'd 


Perſons,awho are concern'd in this Diſpute. 

_ Sir, { thank you for direfting me with what 
Temper,you think,[ ought to behave my ſelf in this 
Controverſy ; tho' I muſt needs Jay, that I jind 
within me ſome Difficulty to obſerve it; for you can- 
not think, it altogether eaſy for a Man,ſo Toung as 
fam, to conſider a whimſical and abſurd Opinion 
maintain'd with ſuch intolerable Arrogance, and 
a07 to be ted on to cenſure it,(as I think it doth de- 


ſerve) with all the forms of Contempt : But yet 


notwith/tanding, you will fee that 1 have not dif- 


regarded your Council, but in my Threatment of 


this Inquirer have rather con/ider d what it be. 
comes me to ſpeak then he to hear. © 
But T muſt not forget that You,as well as my ſelf, 


are a Man of Buſmeſs ; that therefore we may 


miſpend as little of our time as we can, Ile im- 


 mediately carry you to the Debate it ſelf. After I 


bave laid down his Queries, I will ſubjoyn an An- 


fewer in this method : 1. I will ſhew the True and 


Genuine Senſe of thoſe Texts of Scripture he hath 
alleg'd for his Opinion. 2. The abſurdity of it. 3. 


mon re"  OROI : 
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SOME 


QUERIES, 
|: | Said to be Propoſed by an 
Inquiring Man after Truth 


oO. 


(it happily he may find it) 


plainly Reſolved. 


as QUERY 1. 


OF /pall Tunder/tand that Place of 
Scripture which ſaith, The ſame 
meaſure you mete, the ſame ſhall be meaſu- 535: 
red, or meted to you again? Hhether it 
may not be thus under/iood, That if a rich 
Man, in this World's Goods, be not kind to 
the Poor, but hath his Heart: ſet upon his 
Riches; whether, I ſay, the meaning of 
Zhoſe Words. of Chriſt may not import thus 
«|. auch, That this rich Man muſ? be born in- 
to this Word again, and become poor and mi- 
ferable, and know want and hunger, as he 
| : made, 


Anſw. 


we part';z he A That 1f God ſhould 


[2] 
made, or endeavoured 70 make the Poor to 
know, &c ? 

Our blefled Saviour, in thoſe Texts of 
Scripture .before-cited, warns Men againft 
all raſh and uncharttable Cenſuring of Mens 
Perſons and Actions, from this Confidera- 


tion, That they, that do ſo, ſhall be ſure to ' 


find the like hard Uſage, either from Men 
in this Life, or from himſelf when he ſhall 
come to judge the World ; Then you, ſaith 
Chriſt, who have ſo freely paſſed your Tudg- 
ments on your Brethren, without any allay 
of Clemency, ſhall, when you come to my 
Tribunal, fiad Judgment without Clemen- 


cy ; for with what meaſure you mete, it 
ſhall then be meted to you again. This 1s the 


natural .and oby1ious.Stgmfication. of theſe 
Words, and what is agreeable: to: the Senſe 
of 'all Chriſtian Expoſitors. None, beſides 
theſe Helmontians, did ever think of a Re: 
volution, upon Reading them: © Thus far; 
however we. both-agree in the meaning-of 
this Paſlage,as&o believe, Fhat hereby Chriſt 
doth threaten:to puniſh Offenders in away 
ſuitable to their Crimes ; and befides, that 
this Puniſhment 1s ſometimes\inflited in 
this :Life. But here's .the Point at which 


fail 


te TINT. 


L341 
fail to puniſh an Offender, before he cometh 
to his Grave, he muſt be born into the 
World again, to ſuffer in like manner as he 
hath offended ; whereas I conclude, concern- 
ing ſuch a one that ſo dies unpuniſh'd, 

that his Doom 1s deferrd till the great Day 
of our Accounts, 1n order to which he ſhall 


riſe again, and Zhen /hall God reward every « :5.:, 


 manaccording to his works. * This Life 7s 0. 
time of Recompenſe, but in that day ye 
. ſhall ſee, without the Expedient of ſo many 
Revolutions, - all the Diſpenſations of God 
clear'd ; for then /ball ye return,and diſcern 
between the righteous and the wicked, be- 
tzwixt him that ſerveth God, and him Zhat 
ferveth him not, Mal. g. 18; + 
\. But Tſhall not be thought. fully to have 
fatisfy” d this Query, tillI have diſtinguiſh'd 
between the ſame general Analogical mea- 
ſure, according to which God -will mete to 
every man in that day, and between a 2ea- 
fure the ſame im kind, which our Inquirer | 
imagines God doth mete to every man 
in this World. . The Impoffibility of which 
. I will ſhew by andby, 1n 1ts proper Place. 


How fhall we underſiand that Sayime of Qu. >. 


Fohn, Rev. 13.10. He that killeth with the 
Sword, ſhall be killed with the Sword : He 
A l that 


- [4] 


that leadeth into Captivity, ſhall go into 


Captivity? Hhat otherwiſe can be under- 


Hood by this but, That if theſe Men ſhould 


die on their Beds, they ſhould be born a- 
gain into this World, to have the ſame Mea- 


fare meted to them, hich they meaſured to 


others? Blſe how can the Juſtice of God be 


Anſw. 


vindicated, /mce it ts ſaid, God 1s Juſt, and 


all his ways are Equal ? 
He,prefixt to theſe Sentences,is not to be 


taken Univerſally, to fignify as largely as - 
Wheſoever, but 1s particularly reſtrained to 


the great Dragon, mention d immediately 
before, by whom St. John, by Commenta- 
tors, 1s underſtood to mean /ome bloudy 
Poerſecutor of the Chri/ttan Religion, either 


Nero or Domzzian; (or both) and his Senſe 


of the whole is, Tho God ſhould ſuffer hin 


to ſhed the Blood, and take Priſoners the 


poor: Chriſtians; yet at laſt he would return 
his Violence upon: him, and tis bloody In- 
{ruments: and tho in the mean while 7he 
Faith and Patience of the Saints is exerci- 
{ed in bearing this meekly, without any re- 


fiitance of their Emperors ; yet the Juſtice - 


of God would notlet them paſs unpuniſhed, 
but brought the ſame ſort of Violence on 
them, they brought before on God's Ser- 
vants :: 


YG ot tb Ns 
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vants: For Domzitian and Nero, who But- 


.cher'd the Chriſtians, were Butcher'd them- 


ſelves, and the Romans afterwards taken 
Captives by the Goths and Yandals : So 
that you ſee that they had the ſame Mea- 
ſure meted to them again in this Lite, and 
therefore I hope: our [1qurrer 1s fatisfy'd, 
that from theſe words there 1s no need of a 
Revolution. 


How hall we under/fand the Apo/ile $7. Qn. 3 


Paul Zo the Romans, Chap. 9. v. 27. where 
he faith, Tho' the Children of Iſrael ſhould 
be as the Sand of the Sea-ſhore, yet but a 
remnant was to be ſavd at that. time? 
Doth he exclude them in all future times ? 


Surely nv.” Read Rom. 11. 25, 26. Where 


mention is made, that when the fulneſs of 
the Gentiles ſhould come in,all Iſrael ſhould 
be ſaved : See how the Apoſtle calls it a My- 


fiery. Now it plainly appeareth that the 
fullneſs of the Gentiles 7s not? yet come 7m. 


And what tis become of the Ten Tribes that 
have been in Captivity, for it may be about 
2000Nears ? Are not theſe born of Gentiles, 
and muſt it not be according to the Apojtle's 
words fulfilled, when the fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles zs come 77,, all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, be- 
zng born of Gentiles ? 

Our 


Anſw. 
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Our /:qurrer thinks, That theſe Two 
paſlages of St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Jews, 
That, a remnant ſhall be yan) and. all 1/- 
rael ' ſhall be /aved, are inconſiſtent, unleſs 
they be explain'd by his enlightningDo@rine 
of Revolutions; whereas I think,there needs 


only a Capacity to diſtinguiſh, between the 


Jirfe Tender of the Goſpel to the Jews , 
which was made in the time of our Sav1i- 
our, which they generally refuſed ; and the 
{a//, which ſhall 'be hereafter; - upon the 
Completion of the Gezzzles, which they 
ſhall -as unanimouſly embrace: 'Let me ad- 
viſe ſuch as need any farther Enlargement 
on this Diſtin&ion, to take notice, That in 
theChapters from whence theſe Paſſages are 
taken, the Apoſtle doth with ſome length 
ſpeak, concerning the calling of the Ger- 
tiles to the Chriſtian Faith, by God's accep- 
tance. of whom: they were to become his 
Children, according to ' Promiſe ; "whereas 
his own People, which were always fayou- 
red by him, and might for their Number 
(ſo greatly were they Bleſt !) be compar d 
unto the ſand of the Sea ; were ſo hardned, 
that but few of them would receive the 
the Goſpel, when 'twas firſt tenderd unto 
them by our Saviour, and, therefore but a 


Rem- * 
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Remnant ' of them could be faved at 
that time: But I, ſays St. Panl ,* would 
not have you ignorant of this Myfeery, or 
Secret (leaſt you ſhould be' puft up with 
Spiritual Pride) that there ſhall come a 
Generation of the Jezvs in Aﬀer-times,that 
thall be as Unanunous as you, m embracing 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, though for the preſent 
till the fulneſs of the Genzi/es be come in, 
God gives them up to an harden'd Heart. 
What may be the meaning of thoſe Words oy. , 
of Chriſt in Mat: 23. 35. That upon you 
may come all the righteous Blood ſhed: up- 
on the Earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel unto the blood of Zacharias Son of 
Batrachias, whom ye flew between the Tem- 
ple'and the Altar? Doth 74 not plainly ap- 
pear, that they were the very Men that did 
kill Zacharias'? Or elſe what Juſtice Tere 
there 19 God to puniſh them for that.which 
their Fathers' had atted Fourty Genera- 
Hons, 'or near Fonr Thouſand Tears before ? 
Simce God no where threatens to Viſit the 
Sins of the Fathers beyond the Third and 
Fourth Generation, under the Law ? 


 Pront'this Paſſage, as' he' thinks; - he 4»/w. 


draws a double Ar gument for his Opinion : 
The Men here mention d:he concludes muſt 
be 


: 
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be the old Murtherers, Dead ſo many Gene- 
ration#before, who were now born again,in 
order to their Puniſhment ; or elſe this 
great Abſurdity would follow from it, 

That God would be Unyuſt, to puniſh Chil- 
dren for Faults comnutted by their Parents 
near 4000 Years before. Now I utterly de- 
ny, that this would be the Conſequence 
here ; for 'tis no Injuſtice in God to puniſh 
Children for their Father's faults, when 
they imitate their Father's wickedneſs, as 
theſe Fezvs did, our Saviour here ſpeaks of : 
When a Proyocation 1s thus carried on, tis 
ſome degree of Clemency in God, to defer 
{ſo long the Execution of his Juſtice, Nor 1s 
it-any Derogation from the Truth of God's 
Threat of Puniſhing to the Third and 
Fourth Generation , -as the Inquirer ima- 
gines; for by theſe words God doth not li- 
mit his Juſtice ; as if 1t did never reach Of- 
fenders beyond the Third and Fourth Ge- 
neration ; a greater: Number doth not 
exclude the leſs, but contain the leſſer under 
it: And therefore if God puniſheth to the 
Eighth Generation, he certainly puniſheth 
to the Third or Fourth ; and if the Inqui- 


rer. will- turn to his Bible, he may rectify 


this his axiſinke, for in the Firſt Book of 
Sam. 


[9] 
$2mMi'2. 31, 32. God threatned, and 'accor- 
dingly executed his Judgments on E7 ; 
thro all the Generations of hisFamily ; and 
Gehazt's Leproſy 1s threatned 2 A77g. x. 
27. to be entaild on his- Seed for eyer : 
and in the x Sam. IF. 2. we find God then 
ordering the puniſhment of the-#na/ekzzes, 
for an Offence committed againſt the Ilraed. 
zte5: atleaſt Eight Generations before, .and 
theScourge of God ts not taken off from the 
Zews to this very day. What I have ſaid 1s 
enough to ſhew the talſe Reaſonings of the 
Inquirer; 'tis not my buſineſs, at preſent, 
to joſtify: the Proceedings of God's Proyi- 
dence in theſe matters ; that 1s excellently 
well done by Dr. Cradeck, in his Sermon on 
Keel. 9.2, to which I refer my Reader, if 
he wir any ſatisfaction. Burt I will paſs 
on to another of his Queries, ſo ſoon #5 I 
have obſery'd to. you how unfortunate 
theſe Men are,in chooſing Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture to prove their Revolution. In that 
place of Scripture this laſt Quotation is ta- 
ken from, our Saviour doth in his Diſcourſe 
with; and about the Fews, make a manifeſt 
Diſtin&tion between them and their Fathers ' 
which he'would not have done, had they 
been the ſame Perſons. Again, there 1s no 
IE greater 


( 10 } 
greater mark of DiſtinE&ion between Per. 
ſons, then their not living in the ſame Age, 
which 'tis plain theſe Men did not, for ver. 
30. they ſay, 1 we had been in the days of 
our Fathers, we would not have been. par- 
takers with them im the blood of the Pro- 
phets - So that the ſame Men: could not be 
theChildren andFathers too,as our Inquirer 
1magines; they could not be the ſame Per- 
ſons,. becauſe they never liy'd together in 
the lame Age. 
I cannot but farther obſerve, That tho' 
the Murther of Abel be as remarkable, and 
bearsan equal weight in the Verſe with that 
of Zacharias, our Inquirer doth not Argue 
from that, as he doth from the other; | be- 


cauſe he could not but ſee that this Inſtance 
of tbel would ruine his Proof ofa Revolu- 


tiog for Two Reaſons. I. Becauſe the vaſt 
Multitude of the Jes, ; upon whom the 
Blood of Abel (as well as Zacharias; and o- 
thers) was charg'd,- could-not live in Let's 
tine, when al] Mankind made up but Four 
Perſons. 2. Becauſe his Maſter, Yan Hel!- 
mont,allots to every Man only * 1000 Years 

He. 1 the World, to undergo, his 12 Reyoluti- 


' ons in; whereas this Puniſhment, threatned 


the Jews, betel them 4909 Years after - 
bel's 


V 
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7 
bel's Murther. What a ſtand then are we at! 
By the He/monz:an DoErine,unleſs theMur- 
derer of Abe? be Born again, to have the 
ſame Meaſure meted to him, the Jvſtice and 
Truth of God cannot be faly'd ; and yet you 
ſee 'tis beyond the Power of this Expedi- 
ent called a Revolution, to bring him down 
low enough to ſuffer with the Jews for it : 
So that hereby inſtead of defending the Dif- 
penſations of Proyidence, 'which they pre- 
tend to aun at, they expoſe it, by making 
it liable 'to all thoſe Abſurdities and Con- 
traditions this ' Doftrine doth run them 
1nto. 


What may be the meaning of the Prophet Qu. 5. 
Ezekiel 16:55. When thy Sifter $dom and * 


her Daughters ſhall return to their former 
eſtate, and Samaria and her Daughters ſhall 
return to their former eſtate, then thou and 
thy Daughters ſhall return to-your former 
eftate (7hat zs Jeruſalem and her Daugh- 
ters.) Seeing tt plainly appears that they 
Tere Dead and gone, how ts this poſſible to 
come to paſs that they ſhould return to their 


former E/tate without being born a new into 


this World ? 


The Prophet here uſeth an exalted mian- .2»/e. 


ner of Denying. Sodom and Sumaria were 
B 2 de- 


[ 32 | 
deſtroy'd beyond the power of Reſtitution, 
and the ſame 1rrecoyerable Eſtate 1s here 
threatned to Jeru/alem, as. if he ſhould ſay, 


© As ſoon ſhall Sodom and Samaria Silter-Ci-. 


© ties with thee in Iniquity and therrDaugh- 
* ters (2.e.) the ſmaller Cities under the Go- 
©xernment of theſe great Ones, return ta 
© their ancient Power and Dominion,as 7/ow 
O Jeruſalem, who art more wicked than ei- 
ther, ver. 48, FL. 

Our Inquirer, you ſee, hath miftaken the 
oby1ous. Senſe of theſe words, and 'tis well 
for him that he hath been miſtaken, for elſe 
we muſt haye made a quarrel between Hel- 
Mont and his Diſciple ; for firſt I don't find 
that the Former doth. grant Revo/utions to 
Cities. 2. If he can allow-it;the He/montian 


Returns. are all made within Too Years, 


whereas theſe Cities have all been deſtroy'd 
much longer, and. yet have-not made their 


firſt Reva/urronv. 3. All Helmont's Returns. 


are {aid to be in a._ Natural way, by Genera- 
tion, but the return of. Sodom can. never be 


ſo, becauſe all the Citizens were deſtroy 'd ;_ 
therefore if. the Inquirer - will .needs have. 


this City to return, it muſt be in a miracu-. 
lous.manner, by Reſurrection, 
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What 1s the meaning of thoſe words of Q,. c, 


Moſes 2 thego. Pſ. Thou turneftMan to De- 
fruction, and ſaith return ye: Children of 
Men? Here they not the ſamePeople or Men 
that were turn d to De/trudtion that were to 
return again, that fo they heing.new graffed 
might bring forth better. Frutt?* And doth 
#07 Solomon /ay in Ecclefiaſtes, Ch. 1. v. 4. 
(as zf 1s in the Original) Generation goeth 
and Generation, cometh ? and: not one Gene- 
ration goeth and anather:cometh. (Qne and 
another is added by the Tran/lator ?) 


MAD AR? RM RI Wy Fee 


The Paraphraſe of David's words is caly, Auſw. 


Thou turne/? man to Deſtruftion (that 1s) 
to the Deſtruction gf; the Grave, and-layeſt, 
Return ye Ghilaren of Men, at the general 
Reſurre@ion: - Nor will his other Text in 
Eccle/ra/jes give us any greater trouble. The 
Omiſlſion of theſe Particles-in the Hebrew 
is agreeable to the breyity of that Tongue, 
but the Propriety of the Eg/b Language 
requires that they ſhould be expreſs d :. but 
T. will not ſquander away tume:1n.contend- 
ing it. If our /:quzrer be 1o: rigid that he. 
will not allow the Obſervance of . /#zoms in. 
Tranſlation, T'le grant him his own way'of 
Reading, by which I don't ſee what advan-. 
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Qu. 7. 


[T4 ] 

tage hewill-bring to his Cauſe; for who can 
read fuch Expreſſions, Generation goeth and 
Generdi2o0n cometh, Age goeth and Ace c0- 
meth, Tear \goeth 'and Tear cometh , and 
thereby apprehend that the very ſame Ge- 
neration, Age or Tear goeth and cometh ? 
It $9/omon. had meant'any ſuch Senſe, as 
there would have been a neceſſity of his ex- 
preſiing hunſelt in a different form of Speech 
from what he hath done, ſo who-/ can 
doubt but. that he Was able enough to -do 


1t? 


What may be the meaning of theſe words 
7n 1. Peter, Chap. 3. ver. 18, 19, 20. For 
Chriſt alſo hath once ſuffered for Sin, the 


Juſt for the Unjuſt, thi he might bring us 


| _ to God, being put toiDeath in' the Fleflh, 


but quickned by the Spirit, by which alſo he 
went and Preached to the Spirits in Priſon 
[z27 Greek 70 the fame Spirits| which were 


ſometimes diſobedient, when once the long- 


ſuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 


white the ArR, was @ preparing, wherein 


few, that is, Eight Souls were ſav d by Wa- 


ter? Were not theſe the ſame Souls that were 
Irving in Bodys of Fleſh acain at the time 
of Chri/? and ns Apoſtles on Farth, that jo 
they might have his Death and Reſurreftion 
preach- 


| 


[15 ] 
preached to them ? Elſe what benefit conld 
theſe men have had of the Death of Chri/?, 
had they not liv d and had the Grace and Fa- 


them, according to what is written, he 
taſted Death for every Man ? 


vour of our Lord' Jeſus Chriſt tenderd to 


, The force of the [nquirer's Argument is 4»/w. 


this, That the Diſobedient Perſons in the 
times: of Noah muſt afterwards be born a- 
gain, or elſe Chriſt could not by his Spirit 
Preach to them, as he 1s here affirmed tc 
do. But I ſee no neceſſity at all of forcing 
ſuch a Conclufion from theſe words! a Sig- 
nification' may'tbe allow'd 'them';' that 1s 
more natural, which 1s, . that Chriſt by his 
Spirit in Nbah, who was ſty1'd a * Preacher + 
of Righteouſneſs, did-'onee Preach to that 
Generation of Rebellious:Sinners, who'liy'd 
before the Floud, whole Spirits at the time 
the Apo/Hle ſpeaks of them were in Priſor 
(z. e.) 1n- Hell; for their former Diſobed1- 
ence. 
Tne Inquirer s Interpretation will not 
ſtand for theſe Reaſons. xt. Becauſe he takes 
the Pr/on here mention'd for Humane Bo- 
| ares, which tho: it be agreeable to the P/z- 


* of the Soul, and to fay that it is thruſt 
into 


tonic, Philoſophy to call the Body the Pri- 


2Pet.2,5 


1:36: 


Into it for Sins committed 11a ſtate. of Pre- 


exiſtence, yet the Scripture-knows no ſuch 
Language z. it.calls a Man -no. where a Spr- 
rit z1n Priſon. 2. Theſe Perſons Irving in AÞ- 


' h's time, cannot be ivingagain in our Sa- 


fuſw. 


viours Age, becauſe they. would thea ex- 
travagantly out-run the Time allow'd by 
Helmont to complete their Reyolutions an. 

Doth not the Wiſdom of God(the good Hnſ/- 


h bandman) appear by /hll new graffing and 


Tranſplanting, that fo at laſt he may have 


good Fruit ? And if an Earthly Gardiner 


will Plant, Graff and Inocculate in order to 
have good Fruit, much more {hall-the great 
Gardiner do, that planted the World. 

Metapherical Arguments will, prove no- 
thing but the weakneſs:/,of ſuch as make 
them : for as all ſuchthings between which 
a Metaphor can be drawn, bear a reſem- 
blance between -each other, upon the ac- 
count of -. ſome Qwua/ities or | Reſpeds 
on which it is founded, ſo upon different 
Con/iderations the very ſame things will dil 
agree ; and hence 1t 1s that a Metaphorical 
Argument is eaſily turn'd on him that firſt 
uſed it, as this may be in this manner : 

As a wile Gardiner doth not remove :his 
Graff from the Stock he hath once inſerted 


it, 
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it to any other, or having once remoy'd it, 
doth not return 1t to the old Stock to live 
again in his Garden; much leſs will the 
AI-wiſe Gardiner that planted the World, 
remove the Graff of the Soul from the Stock 
of the Body,which it was firſt joyn'd with,to 
any other, nor having once ſeparated them; 
will return the Soul to'its old Body, to live 
again in the Garden of this Yordd. 

As a Wiſe Gardiner can never Graff a 
Tree withia corrupt Graff, and be ſo Vainto 
hope that he ſhall thereupon receive \good 
Fruit ; ſo neither can the Great Gardiner 
expe&t good Fruit from a wicked Soul by 
Tranſplanting it, &C. 

As a#/1je Gardiner,when a Tree dies,does 
never Plant it afreſh with hopes'that 1t may 
live in his Garder again, but, it it be Cor- 
'rupted, doth caſt it into the Fire, if Sound, 
. doth reſerve it for better 'uſes ; ſo neither 
doth the A-w1ife Gardmer, when a Man 
dies, plant him again to live in the Garden 
of thisYorld, but, according to his demerit, 
doth appoint him the endleſs Joys of Hea- 
ven, or the eyerlaſting Flames of Hels. 

Theſe Helmontians,you ſee,are able tolay 
no Foundation for their Opinion in Scrip- 


ture : we wHl in the Second place try whe- 
ther 
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ther it can find any Countenance from Rea- 
Wm. 03 4. 
'ObizInquirer diſcovers to us his Notion 
of this Revolution from: ſome Inſtances 
which he lays down of a rich Man that 
bears.humfelt to the Poor in an Unmercitul 
way: He informs us that if this Text of 
Scripture be true {The ſame meaſure &c.] 
that then tis neceflary that this r:ch Man 


ſhould be born again and become Poor and 


know. hunger and want,.as; he mgde the 
poor man to know ; that. he which hatleth 
with the Sword ſhall be kelled with the 
Savord, &c. But tho' in theſe and the like 
Caſes pumſhments in - the. ſame. kind wall 
hold, yet. we ſhall-find wpen- @ little .Confſi- 
deration, that it muſt fail-in.a:Thouſand in- 
ſtances ; for Pray, how 1s it poſlible for Nero 
who deſtroy' d the Chrz/#ans by more than' 
a.Hundred kind of, Deaths, to ſuffer Death . 
in {vo many . kinds. himſelf, tho' we ſhould 
with Helmoxt grant him Twelve Revoluti- 
ons? Thele Revolutioners ſay that the deſign 
of their Hypothe/is:1s to clear the Juſtice of 
God 1n ſuch, matters : - Let us ſuppoſe this 
bloudy Tyrant to have taken away the life 
of Ten Thouſand Men only, it cannot con- 
{iſt with God's Juſtice to let either of theſe 
Mur- 
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Murthers'to go unpuniſh'd; and: if New 
ſhould live Twelve times, and be killed as 
oftcen,the meaſure would'be abundantly too 
thort-:- the Bloud- of 9988 would ſtill:re- 
mainccalling forVengeance; and ifiwe ſhould 
allow Nero as many Bir ths and 'violent 
Deaths, 'twould (not only contradia: the 
Helmontian DoErin, 'but ) lay a necefiity 
6n God/to'/protong the Wortd-200doolyears 
(allowing but 20 years to a. Revolution) be- 
fore Nero -can haye all thefe meaſures: of 
Marther meted to him that hethath meted 
to vthers:;'- but Flei change the Inſtance: 
What 1s'to- be:done  to'a Man 'that makes 
himſelf Drunk, or Murthers himſelf ? muſt 
heinor be born again, and exeroife the-ſame 
upbn humſelf again ? If' a Man: commits a 
Rape, he muſt according to thrs DoEtrine 
be born a Woman, and ſuffer the like. Did 
Wat Tiler and Jack Straw raiſe Rebellion 
againſt - their Prince? 'Wo-be to 'em'! for 
they muſt be born again; and be Princes, to 
have Rebellion committed -againſt them: 
He that abuſes a Beaſt by Sodomy, muſt be 
born a Beaſt,or elſe he cannot haveithe ſame 
kind'of meaſure meted to him. 46 
IL. God' would be the Author of Sin. 
Whatſoever God hath orderd to come to 
C-3 pals 
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fs in a certain and neceſſary manner, of 
that is he the Author : But if one Man com- 
mits a fin(ſuppoſingof Theft orUncleannelſs) 
againſt his Neighbour, God hath order'd, it 
ſhall 'come to paſs, that another ſhall cer- 
tainly commit the ſame Sin upon him, and 
therefore according to thefe men God muft 
be the Author of Sin. 
--: JI: There would be no end of Wicked- 
neſs; but it muſt be carried on to Eternity, 
for 1f one Man, ſuppoſe JFonathan,had broke 
his Oath, and betray'd his Friend David, a 
Third Perſon after anew Reyolution mult 
break his Oath and betray Jonathan, a 
Fourth muſt do the ſame to her, and ſoon 
forever; for if theſe Turns of Falfification 
' ſhouldever ſtop, the Perſon with whom the 
ſtop is, would not have the ſame meaſure 
meted to him. 

IV. Since theſe Men hold that Souls af- 
ter their ſeparation from their Bodies, do 
in ſome time embody themſelyes again, 
pray let me ask what became of that innu- 
merable company of Souls which were dri- 
. ven from their Bodies in Noa#'s'Floud. The 
World was near 2000. Years old when the 
Deluge came, and the Age of Man being 
then Ten times as long as 'tis now, and 
Peo- 
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PeopleGenerating then toa very great Age, 
the old World muſt be better inhabited 
then this : and therefore ſome of the Souls 
muſt remain unproyided with Bodies to this 
very day, having not in aboye Three Thou- 
land, Seyen Hundred Years, made their Se- 
cond Reyolution, tho' Fax Helmont affirms 
that all the Twelve Revolutions muſt be o- 
ver with in the compaſs of 1000 Years, and 
that the abſences of the Soul from the Body, 
between each Reyolutton, take them one 
with another, are only 25 Years 3 Months 
and 1o Days. 

V. When theWorld ſhall come to a Diffo- 
lation, 'twill then be naturally unpoſlible 
that ſo many Thouſand Millions of Men 
(as will then be living on the Earth) ſhould 
cone all to:'their Twelfth Reyolution toge- 
ther.Men are bornin a ſucceſiive way,and it 
muſt needs happen, if theſe Returns to Life 
were allow d, that whilſt ſome were-perhaps 
at theirEleventh orTwelfthRevolution,afar 
greater number would be at all the Stages 
below that, and a great many would not be 
allow'd to finiſh their firſt Life begun in the 
. World :. fo that feme:can haye no Revolu- 
tion at all, and much the greater part would 


not haye time to complete them all, which 
mulſt 
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muſt make a large Breach in this' Helmo7- 
tian Hypotheſis. 

VI. If Men that live now -have' lis d 
divers lives before ,” Either 7hey do' re- 
member what was' done in their former 
lives or 7hey do not. If they do no? remem- 
ber,to what purpoſe is it for Men to be'born 
again to ſuffer for Faults which they cannot 
recolle&, or haye the leaſt knowledge that 
ever they were guilty of them ? and how 
can they. be hereby made-forry and Repent 
for their Offences, keing upon the ſtricteſt 
Search they can make,they cannot tellyher, 
again/t whom, in what, nor how they have 
Oftended-: and how ſhall they or others take 
warning by-theſe Puniſhments, fince they 
can never-guelſs for whit it is they are pun-' 
iſhed : God forbid that we ſhould think that 
the great Judge of Heayen and Earth ſhould 
cver eſtabliſh fuch a ſenſeleſs manner of In- 
fliting puniſhments. 7# they do remember, 
how uſeful may ſuch Men be'to'the World; 
in ſupplying the Defeats, and deſiding' the 
Difterences amongſt Hiſtorians: reporting 
the Fa&s of dark and Fabulous: Ages? And 
that 'we may know whether the Enquirer 
be able in this Kind-to become a Benefaqor 
to the Publick, let-him ſhew the length of 
, | his 
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his memory, in the. more eaſy. task of re- 
counting in what Countries he:receivd his 
various Births; who were the [Princes - or 
Governours there, what Profeſſion. or Trade 
he might be of in each lite, and: whether 
many or one Religion ſery'd his turn, how 
many Wiyes and [Children he: hath had in 
all times of his Revolutions, and: 1n-what 
Regiſters-I may find their names. Bur if to - 
excuſe hunſelf from thas trouble 1t be ſaid 
that our &qguzrer. hath not yet undergone 
his - Second Revolution, then indeed he will 
- not. be brought into either part of this Dz- 
. lemma as 1t now ſtands ; but if this preſent 
Life will become future, then I ſhall bring 
him within the -compals. of it,:and that'too 
with great advantage to himſelf, it this be 
his Opinion and he 1n earneſt with it ; for 
I do hereby make him this Offer, that on 
condition that he willnow deliver me Too! 
I: will give him the belt ſecurity :he can 
defire, to pay 20007, when. he-comes a ſe. 
cond time into the World ; and by the leave 
of the Government Lmuſt be allow'd to ſay 
that this 1s an Encouragement, beyond the 
Lottery-A&, (which provides only for. the - 
preſent Life) tor by this means an old Hel- 
montian that hath done. with the Enyoy- 

" ments 
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ments of this Life, doth after he hath div'd 
under Groundabout 28 Years, riſe up again 
Young, and lays hold on a good Eſtate that 


waits his Return. 
I come now to my Third and laſt Part, 


which 1s to. ſhew that this Opinion is re- 


pugnant to ſeveral Parts of the Chriftian 


Religion. 
Ir there be a Reyolution, this muſt come 


to paſs by the Soul's departing from the old 
Body, and betaking it ſelf to a new, or'elſe 
by joyning again with its old Body, neither 


of which will be allow'd by Scripture or 


Reaſon. 
 - -T. This cannot be done by taking a new 
Body ; for if the Soul of a Man ſhould take 
to it ſelf and be united with a different 
humane Body from what it was in Union 
with before, this would not be the ſame 
Perſon; for as the Sou/ and Body 'are both 
neceflary towards the making up of a Man, 
ſo the very ſame Body and the very ſame 
Soul are neceflary towards the making up 
of the /ame Man - and if the ſame Perſon 


cannot be made up of parts that are altoge- - 


ther Strangers to one another, then if I 
ſhould grant [zhe/e Helmontians] a Revolu- 
tion 4n this Senſe, all this talk about mea- 

| ſuring 


UMI 
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Furing and meting, '(of which our [rquirer 
1s 1o very fond) fignifies nothing, becauſe 
the ſame Perſon that hath done injury to 
another, cannot be brought about again to 
receive the ſame meaſure : that Body that 
in this Life wanted Bowels of Compaſſion 
towards the Poor, muſt not it ſeems be born 
again to ſuffer, but another Body no way 
accellory to the Fa, muſt upon that ac- 
count be pinch d with hunger and naked- 
neſs. This, as 1t 1s repugnant to God's Ju- 
{tice, 1ſo. 1t 1s to. the Veracity of his Holy 
word, which declares Rom. 14. It. That e- 
very one-of us /hall give an account of him- 
ſelf 70 God! ; which cannot be if the ſame 
Perſon doth not anſwer for himſelf. 

_- JI This contradias the very Notion of 
the Reſurreaion, ' which is that the Body 
which we lay down ſhall riſe up to a new 
Life: For the Soul never dies or falls to 
the Ground, 'tis only the Body that is to 
riſe, but. if but one Body in Twelve ſhall 
riſe again, the Doctrine of the ReſurreQion 
1s almoſt ſhut out of the Chriſtian Faith ; 
Eleven Bodies in Twelve muſt be for ever 
11 a State of Corruption. So that what the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks concerning eyery ſingle Body 


that 7 hes Corruptible muſt put on [ncorrup=- 
1 


F104 


V+ 


Gnu 


ww as” 


[ 26 ] 

tien &c. cannot, im any tolerable Senſe be 

true, if this Opinion be. | 

HI. This interferes with the Do@trine of 

the Reſurreaion, tor; (allowing this Opini- | - 
on) what St. Paul delivers of it, would not 
#-n.8.11. hold ſo much as generally true, He that 
rais'd up Chri/t from the Dead, ſhall quicken 
our morial Bodies. Now all Bodzes are 
Mortal, and therefore A are to riſe, for as 
hn on Adamall dy, even ſo it Chri/t /ball all be 
made alive. But if thele Pretenders. to In-: 
ſpiration ſhould not think St. Paul's Au- 
thority Great enough, take thati of our ,S4- 
 viour himſelf in Feb: x. 28, 29:5. The hour is 
coming in the which all thar. are in the 
Graves /hatl hear his Foice,. they that have 
done good unto the Refarrettion of Life,\ and 
they that have done evil unto the Reſubrefti- 
os of Damuation + $0:that M7 muſt'Rife, 
and 7 come to Judgment. Wherefore 
Fan Helmonf, ſeeing: that. He. could not 
drive his. Revolution this way, unleſs he 
would fall on theſe. and many other paſſages 
of Scripture of the like Importance, takes 
the other end of the Staff, and affirms, that 
the /ame Soul is joynd to the ſame Body a- 
gain, and being 10.united, do make up the 
ſame Perſon that liy'd before, If _—_— 
NOW 
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know the manner of this Union, read his 

123 and 124. Queries, where you are in. 
torm'd, That the Soul in each Revolution, 5.5 It 
|" When it receives the jir/# beginning of the 5 ©® 

Body in the Womb, doth by a Magnetick 

LYertue, attratt to 12 ſelf the Particles of its 

Former Body, as the Load:flone doththe Par- 

ticles of Iron-du/t, ſo that there is a Revotn- 

ton of the ſameBodtes as well as of the ſame 

| Souls, Now if the /29uirer will follow his 

Maſter 1n accounting thus learnedly for ' 

our beginning in the World, he will upon a 

little better Conſideration find, that it muſt 

force him, if not to do greater Violence to 

- HScripture, yet certainly to” offend 'more a- 

Sainft Refs and Philoſophy, than if he had 

taken the former way,and held that the Soul 

isunited to a zewBoay. For firſt,(to confider 

the manner of this re-union) 'tis 1mpoſhble 

for what 1s immatenal, as the Soul 1s, to at- 

| tract in a way Real and Natural, as tis here 

affirm'd to do;for whatſoever doth 1o attract 

doth. do it by ſending out of Particles of 

Qualities, which nothing but what 1s Cor- 

| poreator a Body can do, becauſe no Bemgs 

| , befides Corporeal ones, do harbor fuchQual1- 

| ties or Particles in-them, and whatſoever 1s 

Corporeat-doth confiftof diyilible parts, and 

4. what- 
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whatſoever 1s ſo, is Corruptible : nay for as 
much as 1t conſtantly ſends out and walts 
parts in Attraction, 'tis under actual Divifi- 
on and Corrruption : which 1s a conſequence 
of this Qpinion that draws after it many 
more wicked than it ſelf. 

Let me for once turn Inquirer, that I may 
diſpatch the ſooner. How can the Soul at- 
tract into the Body of the Mother as much 
Duſt as is neceflary to make a humane Body, 
and ſhe perceive nothing of it? and how 
ſhould Duſt, which hath not the leaſt ten- 

dency that way, run. (without a Miracle) 
into a Humane ſhape? Why doth not the 
Soul attract other Duſt befides that of Men? 
And why not another Man's Duſt that lies 
nearer to it rather thanits own? Why doth 
it attract only a certain Portion of its for- 
mer Body, and not the whole ? What is it 
that ſtints the Soul in its attraction, and 
hinders a Man from being Born at the ſame 
Stature he was of when he dy d? And when 
once the Soul is joyn'd to the Body, why, 
ſhould they be ever ſeparated, ſince the at- 
tractive power of the Soul. muſt. needs be 
ſtronger on. the. Body when united to it,than 
when 'tis at a diſtance from it? Theſe 


and- abundance of Queſtions more, which, 


E 
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T might ask, will not eaſily be anſwer'd, but 
will contain in them ſo many Difficulties 
and Abſurdities which this fancyful Do- 

I Arine: muſt draw after 1t. 

4. But if I ſhould be ſo courteous as to.oyer- 
look theſe, and allow that Men might after 
this Faſhion be born, 7bey 2w0uld be brought 
into the World without auy Father ,or which 
1s the ſame paradoxical Abſurdity, 4 Man 
would not beget. his own Children. We have 

but two Parts Soul and Body : the He/mon- 
Zan will grant us, that he doth not beget 
the Souls of his Children, and as for the 
Body, the Soul does attra& and unite that: 
to it ſelf: ſo that the Man, we call Father, 
hath nathing to. do in the matter. It: muſt 
be an Error to think that Lbram begat [- 
ſaac, or Iſaac begat Jacob. At this rate I do: 
_ not ſee but that a Woman. might be with 
Child without troubling a Man for his afliſt- 
ance ; If an unmarried. Daughter of one of 
our Hel/monti@ns.ſhould be with Child, her: 
Father hath. no. reaſon to be angry at the: 
matter, for. the Soul came_ into her; and. 
drew a Body after it without her knowledg,: 
| « er conſent, and how then can ſhe:be blam'd;; 
the Father cannot be ſo unreaſonable as not- 
to accept this Plea. and be fatisfy'd. . 


But. 
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V. But if I ſhould be:fo:kind to theſe Hel- 


montians, as to grant; that this is a proper 
Generation ;. let us then-fit till, :and/confi- 
der what will follow from it.” They tell us 
that this ſame-.Perſon that is now born did 
live perhaps: before:. in ' the World' divers 
times :. at this rate'twilt fall out that 2 mas 
may beget his ownGran#-Father and Grand- 
Mother, which is'one of the moſt ridiculous 
Paradoxes in the. World. Let me explain 
my ſelf in the inſtance of Adam and Fre ; 
They after their firſt Death' could be born: 
of none but their Grand-Children, and if 
they were born of them, 'twill unayoidably 
follow, that thelſe Grand-Children begot the 
very ſame Perfons that begot their Father 

andMother ++ And if Adam had dy'd young, 
and had, according toHe/mont?'s Hypothetts 
come to his Second Reyolution within a 
little. more then 25 Years, he nwit haye 
been Born of his own Children, and ſo:Caz 
or Seth, whomhe begat, muſt have done as 
much tor his Father m begetting him again. 

Hence too mnuſt:follow, that, our Firſt Pa- 
rents were the mediate cauſes of themfelves; 
that they were Borti and Created too, that 
they were Polluted' with original Sin, arid 
yer liy 'd ina itate of Inhocenee. That A4n#! 
was 
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was in Paradiſe, was Tempted, did Fall, 
that. he knew. Eve' bis Wife, and yet he 
knew her not, but was born long after all 
theſe things were done. Tf Riddle and Ban- 
ter can recommend' any Doctrine to the 
World, I know none that deſerves better E- 
ſteem than this... | 

VI. This will-brin Confuſidn and Obſcu- 
rity upon the'C %y of eAdam, and the 
unputation of I > or Falſhood on St. 
Jude ; for he reckons Enoch- the Seventh 
from eA#amr ; - which 'tis impoſſible he 
ſhould be, if A#am made his firſt Reyoſu- 
tion in dae time, andif Serb too reciey'd 
his next Birth in his own Line, there can be 


- but 5 Perſons from Adam to. Enoch, tho' 


AÞes alſo reckoneth-up 7 in the Fift Chap. 

of Gex. And if Adam and Seth were born a- 
#2in, 'and under new Names reckoned a- 
moneglt 'the 5, are not theſe inſpird Men 
more likely to know it then: the Znquirer 
or his Ma//er ? Andif they knew it, can we 
believe them {uchSophiſters as to reckon up. 
» Perſons for 5,toamule us with new Names 
inſtead ofnewMen ? Would it not havewelt 
become the Ingenuity of {ſuch pious Men; 
by ſome information, to prevent that Er- 


- ror and Confuſion,{ucha ſtrange way of Nu- 
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meration ' muſt - needs Aubject us to? 
VII. When Men come to dy,'tis natural for 


them to caſt their Eye upon the Condition 


they are next paſſing into; and therefore if 
. they have any belief of their Revolution, tis 
at that time, above all others, that you are 
to expect that they will deliver their 
Thoughts about it: but. amongſt all the 
Diſcourſes of Pious Perſons mention'd- in 
the 01d or New Te/tament, you will not 
find the leaſt intimation of any proſpe&t 
they had of living again upon. the Earth. 

And do you think 'it can confift with the 
Aﬀe&tion and Duty 'of ſuch Religious Per- 
ſons, as, 7acob, Moſes, Foſbuah, David, St. 

Paul &c. to take their. laſt leave of ſuch as 
were committed to their. Care, ' without 
warning them of thoſe Miſeries their next 
Reyolution would bring upon them, if they 
ſhould now live in Diſobſeryance of their 
Duty ? Could they part with ſuch Sorrow- 
ful and Aﬀettionate people they ſtood rela- 
ted to, without comforting them with this 


Conſideration, that a fewYears would bring | 


them back to live with one another again ? 
But alas ! God remembers that we are. but 
Fleſh, a Wind that paſſeth away, and 
cometh not again, Plal. 78, 39. 

Heze- 
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Fe2ekzah under the apprehenſion of Death, had no ſuch expeQation, 
but Laments that he ſhould Behold Man no more with the [nhabMints 
of the Earth, 11a. .28. 10. It Job had been of FHelmont's Perſwaſion, 
that he ſhould return to live on the Earth. again 1n about 28 Years, 
he would not have pronounc'd of himſelf,with that Confidence he doth, 
Chap. 7. ver. 8, 9, 10. That the Eye of him that hath ſeen me ſhall ſee 
Me 10 more : as the Cloud is conſumed and vaniſheth away, ſo he that goeth 
down to the Grave cometh up no more, He ſhall return no more to his 
Houſe, neither ſhall his place know him any more. As no body diſcovers 
a {tronger Faith then Fob of a general ReſurreQion at the laſt Day, 
{ſo you ſee on the other hand, no body 1s more poſitive againſt Riling 
again to live on the Earth. 'Tis much if the Prophet Davza,who fore- 
told at a great diſtance our Savrour's Reſurreftion, ſhould have notice 
of his own, to a new Life here, eſpecially fince it muſt have been near 
at hand (if Ze/mont be in the r1 4 ) But on the contrary he renoun- 
ces all hope of farther time for Repentance beyond the preſent Life 
in this Ejaculation, O ſpare me « /zttle, that I may recover my ſtrength, 
before I go hence and be no more ſeen, Pal. 39.13. Foſeph upon his- 
Death-bed Propheſy'd of the departure of the Children of 1ſracl outot 
Egypt ; But he had no notion that his Body ih a little while ſhould 
Revolve ; for according to the cuſtome of the Country 1t was Zmbaim- 
ed in order to the moſt laſting preſervation, and he adjur'd his People 
to carry his Bones with them ; which they accordingly did, and about 
200 Years after his Death, they were buried again in Szhem. When 
our Souls and Bodies do part, they have their particular Appoint- 
ments : Then, ſays the Wiſe Man, ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth as. 
zt was, and the Spirit ſhall return to God that gave it, Eccl. 12.7. Men 
can Live here no oftner than they Dye, and that the Apple tells us is 
Once,and after that is Judgment. Heb. 9. 27. St. Paul pointing to the Bo- 
dies that the Faithful do carry about them; ler's underſtand upon their 
Diffolution, how much better habitation the Soul would have : Fe 
know, ſays he, that if our Earthly honſe of this T abernacle were difſolv'd 
we have a building of God, a Houſe not made with hands, eternal. m the 
Heavens, 2 Cor. 5. 1. And therefore in the firſt Chapter to the Ph:/- 
mens oppoſerh the' State after Death to the abiding here an the 
leſh, and deſires rather to depart, and to be .with Chri/#. The Soul 
of the Penitent T hizf too (Luk. 23. 43.) paſſed immediately upon his 
Death into a State of Happineſs. And the next news that we hear of 
Lazarus (Luk. 16. 22.) after his Departure, is, that he 1s partaking of 
the Enjoyments of Faithtul A#raham. Theſe blefled Spirits which 
are now ſeated in Heavenly Regions, w1ll at the day of Judgment 


have an 1ncreaſe made to their ———_—_ but will never any more 


be ſent back to the Earth, there to live again iu corruptible —_— 
| E ut. 
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' R, But & cut my Work ſhorter, inſtead of amaſſing more Arguments 
of Mis kind, I will make uſe of one ſenſible Demonſtration, which 1 
will deſire leave here to lay down-ott of __ ape place. But that 
the force of 1t may he better underſtood, "twill Firſt be neceſſary for 
me to give you an account of as much of the Zypothe/is of Fan Hel- 
907,25 will be needful for my purpoſe ;and this I will do out of a Book, 
ſent me by the /rngnuirer,call'd, A Lerrer concerning rhe Revolution of F{u- 
.m2mane Souls. In that we are told, pag.1o,11,12. © That every Man lives a 
*r000 years on the Earth,in which time he undergoes 12 Revolutions in 
the ſame Body : In all which time the Soul is abſent from the Body 333 £ 
Years; andit theſe 12 times of Abſence are computed one with ano- 
ther, the diſtance between every parting and meeting again of the 
Soul and Body, will be 27 Years, xo Months and 2 Days. Now I will 
ſhew the Impoſlibility of the Reunion of theſe parts, in the time 
that this Philoſo her hath aflign'd for it ; and the Reaſon I do it by is 
obvious. v2, The teſtimony of our Senſes, That the Bodies of de- 
parted Souls are not reaſſum'd by them in a much longer ſpace. Tis 
fo intolerably ignorant to think that onr Bodies do, within the com- 
paſs of 28 years, corrypt ſmall enough to be drawn into the Womb 
at every new imaginary Birth, that the Plea of Dotage, which com- 
monly attends old Age, wall not be ſufficient to excuſe it. For whoſe 
Faculties can be ſo much impair'd as not to know, That ordinarily in 
.dry Graves the Bones will appear entire, and in ſome Vaults the Fleſh 


will not be all conſum'd in that time. Many Perſons now living, who . 


ſaw Biſhop Braybrook's Body taken up out of a Vault in St. Paul's 
Church, about 2o Years ſince, (in which he was laid about 200 Years 
before) can teſtify, 'That there remain'd not only a firm ConneQion 
between the Bones, bur that alſo the outward Skin that cover'd them, 
and fome Entrails within, tho' dry'd like Parchment, were. not con- 
ſum'd; The Romaniſts do ſhew abundance of Bones, as Relicks, which 
tho' moſt of them did never belong to thoſe ancient Perſons they are 
aſcrib'd to; yet they have, amonglt them, Loads of ſuch as are abour 
1000 Years Old. Theſe are not, can not be attrafted into the Womb, 
and yet the Men, in whoſe Contexture they once were, cannot make 
their Revolutions without them; unleſs the Hehnontians believe that 
a Man may be made up like a Collar of Brawn, all Fleſh and no Bone. 
But if you defire Inſtances that are more General, I would carry your 
Thoughts as far as Zgyp?, Fudea, and indeed to all the Eaſt, where 
anciently that curious way of Zmbalming dead Bodies prevailed, or 
to old Rome and many other.Nations, who burnt their dead Bodies, 
and by an Artful way they had, ſeparated the Aſhes. of the Body from 


that of the Fuel, and then pur them into Pots. Now were I an Heb © 


nontian, 


——_——— 


—— 
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919tian, there is nothing I ſhould hate more than theſe ways of pre® 
ſerving Bodies ; for they are ſo ordered, that the Magnetiſm of the 
Soul hath afterward no power to draw them towards a Revolution * 
I will ſend theſe curious Inquirers no farther than the Univerſity of 
Oxferd, where they may ſee Inſtances of both theſe Sorts of preler- 
ving : There is a Body Embalm'd, of which there are undeniable To- 
kens, that it muſt be 2vcoYears old, and their Urns are bur little under 
that Age : but 'tis not to be doubted bur if the Veſſels which contain 
this Humane Duſt could laſt ſo long, but that'they would remain till 
the laſt Trump ſhall call them to Reunion. Wet then, if the Souls 
to which theſe Bodies did belong, have not fetch'd them away in alt 
this time, there is then no Ground for this Unphiloſophical Pofation : 
© That the Soul, after a few Years ſpentin a ftate of Separation from 


 *the Body, ſhould joyn with its old Companion again. 


Laſtly, 7 h:7s Dof#rine, if believ'd,would lead Men into Secgrizy:: For 
if they eannot recolle&, that they ever had any Life belides the Pre- 
ſent, they muſt conclude that they have XI more behind, and on that 
Account would defer the trouble of living well till their Zaff Rev- 
:Tuzrons, That Men, if they had liv'd at all before, would remember it, 
I prove 1. From * Py7thagoras, who poſitively affirms it. Now his 
Teſtimony in this Caſe ought to be deciding, becauſe He firft taught 
this Doctrine to all the Eaitern Nations, and therefore mult better vn- 
derſtand his own Opinion than his late Diſciples the FHelmontians. 
2. Becauſe the Body decay'd by Age would be repair'd at every new 
Birth, and therefore the Soul would exerciſe #emory, and all its other 
FunCtions, in it better than before. 3. The ch Man in the Goſpel 
(Za. 16.25,27.) is repreſented as remembring his Family, 4. Unleſs 
we retain in another Life a metnory of 7475 ; we cannot give an Ac- 
count of it in the day of Judgment, as we muft do. (Rom. 14. 14.) 
S. {he Worm that never dies, ( Mar. 9.44.) is an evil Conſcience, re- 
fleaing in the next World upon Sins committed in this ; But if I ſhould 
not infiſt on this, but viel that Men cannot remember, this Conſe- 
quence againſt Religion will full follow : For ſince they declare that 
every one mult have XII Revolutions, granting that a Man cannot 
come to know whether he be at the F77/? or Zaft of them, yet he 1s 
ſure, that 'tis XT to one but that he ſhall have another Reyolution,, 
which is odds enough on the Sinners fide. And if Men are apt now to 
delay their Repentance, whillt they are under the Perſwaſion that 7þis 
Life is the only time of Tryal ; how wicked will they be, when they 
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*ome to believe,(as ſo great a probability muſt make them do,). that - 
they ſhall live again, at leaſt one Age more, on the Earth. 


The Inquirer concludes thus, 


Now if any Han will put Pen to Pater to deny the Return of Soals, 
1 would put my Hand to Paper to prove that That Man does deny there 
7s any God but what be hath fondly concetvu'd. But if Men will only ex- 
claim againſt, and call 7 Damnable DoQrine (as F hear ſome do) { would 
thereupon ask this Queſtion, Whether it be not a Duty incumbent on 
Teachers to refute this Dammable Dottrine (if they are able) that Men 
might not run mto it ? But ſecing many Books containing this Dottrin, 
have been Printed in divers Languages and. divers Countries, and no 
Man, that we can hear of, hath hitherto written againi# it, therefore 
1 think it altogether impoſſible for them to confute it. 1f any One 
will undertake to Anſwer theſe Queſtions (7 mean any Teacher of one 
of the divers Congregations) and ſend bis Anſwer to me, it ſhall-be 
kind!y receiv'd.. 7 have offer'd my Queries zo ſome of the Clergy of the 
Church of England, ard. 7 could not find that they were willing 
to medle in the Matter. © have alſo ſent them to the Learned amongſt 
the Presbytereans; but if 7 recerve no Anſwer from them, nar any other 
of the divers Congregations, 70 whom they are propes'd, 7 ſhall conclude 
that they are altogether unable to Anſwer what 1 have Writtcn. 

| W. C. 


Here he forgets what Modeſty becomes. One who pretends to be 
ſeeking about after the Truth, and inſults upon all that differ in Opi- 
nion trom him. He {waggers, like Go/iah, before he enters the Liſt, 
and Challenges out the Army of ſeparate Zeachers ; but in a manner 
that beſpeaks him a foul Advyerſary : for if they will nee Anſwer him, he 
concludes 'tis becauſe that they are /gnorant and Unable; bur it they will 
Anſwer him,then he will charge them with Atheiſm. I know there are 
ſome amonglt the Perſons he provakes, that are Men of good Learn- 
ing, and who could, had they not deſpis'd T his Cauſe and the Defen- 
ders of it, eaſily have correctcd the Opinion the - 7u7wrrer and bis Ma- 
fter have of themſelves, and let them underſtand what /:7te Crea- 
tures they really are. Toleration hath lately brought forth Three nn- 
ſhapely Sons at a Birth, the New-Feru/alem-Man,the Barker and Revo- 
tutioner ; But of the Three, the laſt 1s the weake/? Brother,as having only 
inſtead of Reaſon, a hard Fore-head where with to defend himſelf. 

That I may not be too tedious, Ic put a ſtop here, and conclude 


my ſelf, SI 
Tour Moſt AffeRionate Friend and Servant, 
}. H # 


